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Thank you for your email of 25 November on behalf of your constituent, Tom Kelly of 32
Windsor Road, Huyton, Liverpool, about fox hunting and trail hunting being permissible on
government land. I apologise for the considerable delay in responding. Defra is currently
dealing  with  high  volumes  of  correspondence  due  to  COVID-19.  Thank  you  for  your
understanding during this challenging time.

This  Government  made  a  manifesto  commitment  not  to  amend the  Hunting  Act.  The
Hunting Act 2004 makes it an offence to hunt a wild mammal with dogs except where it is
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  exemptions  in  the  Act,  and  completely  bans  hare
coursing.  The full  details  of  the  Hunting  Act  2004 exemptions are available  online at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/37/schedule/1.

Those found guilty under the Act are subject to the full force of the law. Enforcement of the
Hunting Act is an operational matter for the police. 

We recognise it is possible that dogs used for trail hunting may on occasion pick up and
follow the scent of live foxes during a trail hunt. If this occurs it is the responsibility of the
huntsman and other members of hunt staff to control their hounds and, if necessary, stop
the hounds as soon as they are made aware that the hounds are no longer following the
trail that has been laid.

Failure to prevent dogs from chasing or killing a fox may be taken as intent to break the
law. Anyone who believes that an offence has taken place should report the matter to the
police, as the police deal with complaints of illegal hunting. Decisions on the arrest and
prosecution of those taking part in illegal hunting activities are matters for the police and
prosecuting authorities; they will, among other things, need to take into account any failure
on behalf of the huntsman to prevent the dogs from chasing or killing a fox.
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