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Thank you for your email of 14 December, enclosing an example of
correspondence received from a number of your constituents, regarding the
resumption of domestic residential educational visits.

There is no doubt that the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak continues to present
significant challenges for the country, for our schools, colleges and universities,
and for British businesses, including those businesses associated with the
provision of domestic and overseas residential educational visits. As you will be
aware the Prime Minister announced a further National Lockdown on 4 January,
this includes restricting access to schools and colleges to all but vulnerable
children and children of critical workers.

Prior to this lockdown schools were able to undertake coronavirus (COVID-19)
secure day visits within the UK but were advised against undertaking any
domestic or overseas residential educational visits. Unfortunately, due to the
present climate and the national restrictions placed on the country we are now
advising against all domestic/international day and residential educational visits.
| will review this advice before the end of February.

During this very difficult time the government has made available to UK
businesses a number of support measures and more information on business
support can be found at: tinyurl.com/Ybfdsrmg.

Officials are continuing to work across government, with industry bodies and
sector representatives to address the issues arising from the pandemic and to
help them plan for the safe reintroduction of residential educational visits, when it
is safe to do so.

| would like to thank you for taking the time to highlight some of the challenges
facing the school travel sector and assure you that we take these matters very
seriously.





